
SPECIAL  CLADDING  FOR  JIA

DOMESTIC TERMINAL 

The new Domestic Terminal of Johannesburg International  Airport  (JIA) is one of

many high-traffic  public  transport  structures  all  over  the  world  in  which  vitreous

enamelled steel cladding panels produced by Vitrex in Jet Park have been installed. 

Vitrex’s  Vitraclad  panels  are  designed  as  ultra-durable,  maintenance-free  cladding

panels  as  well  as  infill  panels  for  curtain  and  window  systems.  The  so-called

“porcelain steel” cladding has been exported for installation in countries such as Hong

Kong, Taipei, Australia, Singapore, Ireland, the United Kingdom and Botswana. 

Cristian Cottino, Sales & Marketing Director of Vitrex, said over 2 000sqm of black

and off-white Vitraclad panels were supplied and installed by the company at the JIA

Domestic Terminal. 

Vitrex  has  for  many  years  supplied  vitreous  enamelled  steel  cladding  panels  for

projects on the Singapore Mass Rail Transit  (MRT) underground system, and also

supplied  the  cladding  for  the  Northbridge  vehicular  tunnel  in  Perth,  Western

Australia.  Vitraclad  was  earlier  this  year  specified  for  the  prestigious  Sir  John

Rogerson Quay office development in Dublin and has also been installed in the UK as

part of the London Underground refurbishment. 

The exceptionally durable  vitreous  enamelled  steel  panels  are  produced by fusing

three  layers  of  glass  to  sheet  steel  at  temperatures  of  over  800  degrees  Celsius.

Cottino said Vitraclad panels have extensively been specified for use externally on

commercial,  institutional,  educational  and  other  buildings,  where  maintenance-free

colour finishes and corrosion resistance were required.  

“Internally, Vitraclad is the preferred choice where competitive products are prone to

vandalism and  wear.  Vitraclad  is  frequently  also  specified  as  infill  and  spandrel

panels in curtain- and window-wall systems,” he stated. 

Vitraclad panels are generally supported on a sub-structure system, consisting of rails

and fixing brackets, and the panels can be supplied in a variety of joint specifications

according  to  customers’  requirements.  The  system’s  design  can  accommodate  the

building  site  conditions  as  well  as  any  other  special  situations  that  need  to  be

addressed. The cladding panel design is also extremely flexible and panels can be

supplied  as  composite  sheets,  panels  with  or  without  insulation,  or  as  fabricated

flanged panels.

Vitraclad panels are weatherproof (including hail-resistant), UV-resistant, corrosion-

proof,  fade-free,  vermin- and bacteria-resistant  as well as non-combustible. “Some

installations  over  35  years  old  are  still  not  showing  any  colour  change  or

deterioration,” Cottino added. 



Bitcon Industries, a wholly owned subsidiary of Vitrex, manufactured and supplied

the stainless steel fire doors and window frames for the renovation and extension of

Johannesburg International Airport. 
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